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BRAD WATERS

JOCKEY Beau Mertens won't
need to bother praying for rain
for his mount No Effort in Sat-
urday’s Cranbourne Cup.

The Bureau Of Meteor-
ology has forecast up to 40mm
of rain for the greater Mel-
bourne area on Friday and
Saturday, which almost guar-
antees a wet track for the
Cranbourne Cup meeting.

But Mertens couldn’t care
less if the ground deteriorates
into the heavy range during
the day.

No Effortis unbeaten in two
runs on heavy tracks and drops

Sweet to
deal with

started

extra load

RAY THOMAS

SWEET Deal will carry more
than her 54kg impost when
she contests her final race, the
$1m The Hunter (1300m) at
Newcastle on Saturday.
Trainer John Thompson's
talented mare also happens to
be in-foal to Widden Stud's
champion sire Zoustar.

It is rare but not unusual
for mares to continue racing

opinion stipulates a mare
onfirmed in-foal ca

Stakes meeting on the Friday

nigh

t and continued with an-

other 10 races on the Saturday.
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during the early part of their
pregnancy. E;cpert veterinary

Rain suits Cranbourne Cup shot

in class after chasing Probabeel
and Zaaki in the Group 1 Might
And Power at her previous run.
So it’s little wonder Mertens
likes his chances in the
$500,000 Cranbourne Cup.
Not even drawing awkwardly
in barrier 16 has dented his
confidence in the Gavin Bedg-
good-trained No Effort.
Mertens already knows his
race tactics with No Effort rac-
ing best when settling on the
pace, but the long Cranbourne
back straight will suit the mare.

“She’s usually pretty quick
out of the gates and doesn’t
usually take much time to
muster speed,” Mertens said.

“It’s a pretty long straight
down the back there at Cran-
bourne so you've got plenty of
time to figure it out. She comes
into this race a lot better off
and if it rains, she’ll be a lead-
ing contender in the race.”

No Effort was a winner at
Listed level in the Heatherlie
Handicap three runs back be-
fore producing a sound effort
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Beau wants it heavy

when beaten four lengths in
the Group 3 Naturalism Stakes
in September.

Mertens said a similar effort
would ensure No Effort would
be hard to beat. ;

“She didn’t get beaten far ei-
ther in the Naturalism and ran
well against Group 1 horses
there,” Mertens said.

“She’s honest and if she’s
going as well as she was”then,
she’ll be right in the race.”

Bedggood and Mertens will
again combine with noted wet-

old finished
ip, before

Melbourne Cup wins when

State Of Rest narrowly de- St

feated Anamoe in a controver~
sial finish to the event, which
was settled in the stewards’
room.

betting figures showed The
Valley's  two-meeting  Cox
Plate Carnival format was a
success.

Browell said the turnover
figures were especially pleas-
ing as the financial impact of
having no Cox Plate crowds
str?tched into a second year.

‘In a year where the club
h;as taken a significant finan-
cial hit with no crowds attend-
Ing our marquee two-day

 Ladbrokes Cox Plate Carniyal,

weare delighted to see 3 record
rgsult for wagering which con-
tinues the current trend acrogs
theﬂmdustry," Browell said,

To announce a record wa-

tracker Sir Kal
Apache C

lengths from winner

ferno in
Stakes at The o
back but was ou 1
small field at Sale last time out-

would produce
provement from

track, he’s going to pe very well
suited,” Mertens said.
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carnival with great success and
to see these results come
through makes all the harg
work worth jt o
]Whlle the Cox Plate Carni-
Ya attracted recorq bettin:
e;zels, the MVRC wiy miefv
ASpects of the twy meetin;
alongside Racing Victoria, 5

THE VALLEY
BEST BET

HOLSTER
(R5 No.1, $6.50)

Led throughout to score
easily at Kyneton last time

out and should measure up

to this harder assignment
here. Should again give
them something to chase,

NEXT BEST

CRIMOSA
(R4 No.7, $5)

Showed good ability when
racing on the speed and
scoring at his first two runs
last time in. Has more time
to mature, and drawn to
get every chance again.
CONFRONTATIONAL

(R6 No.2, $6.50)

Finished powerfully to
score easily at Morningtor
third-up and will only be
fitter for this. He loves thi
trip and soft ground won'
worry him.
NABBED
(R8 No.11, $5)

The beautifully-bred fill
won her only start on

a synthetic track last tim

in, but has had more tim

to mature. She can post
first-up win in the last he

VALUE BET

ARROANCE
(R7 No.2, $15)

Consistent mare who ra

on the speed and fough

score at Mornington |2

time. She'll be fitter ag

for that and handles w
or dry tracks.

THE JOCKE'

JOHN ALLEN

Allen rides at The Valle
the first time since his
Plate triumph and has
bookings here tonig
WILSONS PROM (|
No.2, $3.20), SEAC
(R3 No.12, $3.60). L
SOLLY (R4 No.1, $4.
ROCK THE BOWLER
No.8, $16), VARDAN
No.10, $34) and DA}
ST DARCI (R8 No.
$9.50).
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